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Saiots in Sou 'Westers and
Old station #8Y

£ fistory of the Compemiry Cherrch
Buerletipg b
By Bob Dovsee
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Crficial Coast Guard documcnis staie i
i5 mok knerwn when Stagon # 89 (the original
Coasi Cwand S3atonC ormunicy Chaich
building) wis actually buill, but the firsg
keeper was Ofiver 5. Denuon whao way
appoinied in FRS3, This siaton was KEnown
as Long Beach east end station, is position
o mides west of Jones Tnler, undil 1583
when Tressury Depl, Circular 41 changed
its pame b Point Lookoot. The station wis
EXTCTS vy rq;ra:_m{.l m | B5E. Then in 1548,
& sEvere shOTm made §l pecessary o erec
mew buildings and further nepair others,
Sration SR and the tweniy 21X Glhor sEa00ms
abong the south shore of Tsland were
operated hy the U5, Life Saving Service,
Established a5 a rescue ofganization [or
those in peril on the sea, the USLES
estabished a recond of many daring and
heroic rescues.

Craws of the U3, Life Saving Service
were known by an admvicing publec a3 Stom
Warriors, Soldiers of the Sea, and Saiots in
Sou"Wesiers, [ A zou wester i a heavy
rainhat ) They wers the sponz beroes of
the 19th ceniury, On the approaches w
MAJCT SeApoTs, slations were thnes o five
miles apart, Legend has it thal & young
surfman and his station keeper stood
ooking ad the horrendous breakers just
before lnanching thewr bost The young
surfmian asked the keeper if he thoaghe they
woalld come back slive. Said the station
keepes, “The regulations only say we have
w o oul, They doo’t say anything about
coming back'™ The mono of the scovice
veas beoam, W have 1o go oar, bt we don’l
have 1o come back.”™ Surl men were
represented by all ethnicitics including

American Indians. Both the Shiapecocks
of Long Isiand and the Wampoooaks of
Marthas Vineyard were people of the se
who served in tbe LISLSS. The entire crew
of the Pes [sland Suatbon in Morth Carolina
wis of African Amerncan heritage.
Surfboais were from iwenty-ihree o
rwendy-seven feer, The boat erevw congisted
of six i0 sight oasmen and a stecrsman,
Standding i ihe stem, the crew chacd sicered
by means of an eighteen fool sireling oar,
The routine consasied of 24T beach pamol,
drills and maere dnlis. T can remember
looking through the boat house window of
the Poind Lookout starkon when I'was a boy
and seemg the sudboat there on its four-
whieeled carriige. Adone. Neglecied,
Anandoped. An igon of the past lis days
of high action and adveniore ended, days
of being man wnd horse deywn over iee clad
eand b0 the wreck site. Picure the soene, It
would probably be winter, The sicy, bleak.
Clouds banking up and scadding  before
the wimd. The aer Albed with sea wreck and
spindrift.  The wreek, maybe o coasial
schooner, beavy, laden wilh coal, the crew
clinging 1o the rigging, the deck swept by
sea after zea... The Life boal wis [mumched

(M Srarion E88 ¢ Commority Church [with tharks o Vo Freld)

e & welter of fixam, Fowed by six weighn
oarsmen and a crew chied an the sicering
oar, the steersmion would keep s shrewd eye
fiow the seent of the wand and 2ea and would
calculare the chamees of reachung the wreck
withoul being swept down wind. They
faked (heir lives that others might Live.
Heavy loss of hfe sovumed during the med
nineteanth centiry & inmigrating
fromy the Trish potato famine sought cheap
winter passage on sailing vesiels that coald
be driven ashors by winter gales.

Ancdber method ol pestue wag bo Sc1 up
3 mge or hawser, between ship and shore
anl bring the victums ashore in a maveling
hasked knowm as 4 bresches beoy. The buoy
was & life ring wilth canvas brooches
anached that the surviver actually sat in.
Tike a pade of breeches, A tall A frame was
arecled on the beach with 3V notwh on b
fiar ihie hawvser 1o geass over. The beach =
of the hawser was then secwred o tha
grownd by way of 4 snd anchor The oher
eivd of (he hiaweser was made fasl o the saps
rigging or mosi. The buoy wras s

from & trave fing Block or palley. welimg
an g sel of messenger limes from , the:
lifesavers could  pull the buoy



July - August, 2005

—eoniinied on page o
Salints in Sou"Westers
-confinued frowt page |
from ship to shore and back repeatedly,
rescuing one of two peaple 3t a time.

A line was established between ship and
shore with a device known as a Lyle gun
which had a range of up 10 seven hundred
yards. A seventeen poand, fourteen inch
bullet shaped progectile with a line attached
was fired ai the wreck wsing this small
cannon. Once the crew retrieved the shot
lirse they could haul the hawser aboard and
st up the breeches buoy, The Lyle Gun was
the only cannon ever developed for the
ERESS PUIPOSE of saving lives.

In the Movember 1969 izsue of Long
I4laid Forum, Long Island historian Julian
Denton Smith writes about the Point
Laoskout Beach Houose, In 1908 he made a
trip to Point Lookout with his fiather in the
farmily naptha launch. Incredible as it seems,
napiha, which was a crude form of gasoline,
wits boiled over an open flame 1o produce a
paseous vapor. Just image using gasoline
vapors instead of steam to power an engine.
The main purpose of this contraption was
to get around a law requining a licensed
engineer o operate a steam engine. This was
before gas engines were readily available.
Anyway, after docking he noticed a horse
standing near the boardwalk that did not
seem fo belong to anyone. Mo one paid any
aitention to him, except for children whe
wonld chimb on his back to take a ride., Said
Mr, Smith, “The horse belonged to the Life
Saving Station. He had to work when there
was 4 shipwreck, a dnll, or fishing in the
surf. He had been trained to come a-running
when the homn went off.”

In 1915 the Life Saving Service and the
Eevenue Service merged to form the ULS.
Coast Cuard.

In 1947 a group of public spirited citizens
petitioned the War Asseiz Commission o
turn the property over to the Point Lookout
Community Church. Their efforts were
rewarded with success.

0ld #89 served as a Life Saving Station
for severnl decades. Then it served the
country as a Coast Guard Station during iwo
world wars. For the last half century plus
it lias served the community as a church of
God, saving souls in a different fashion, A
rich legacy.
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